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JEEZ LOUISE! WHEN I SET UP MY FIRST P.O.BOX N
OAKL-AND IN 2212, T REMEMBER THINKING THAT VD HAVE IT
FOR AT LEAST A DECADE.VYET IT WAS JUST OVER A YEAR
LATER THAT T MOVED TO ALAMEDA,CALIFORNIA AND SET
UP A NEW P.0. BOX THERE. NOT EVEN TWO YEARS LATER,
'VE MOVED AGAIN! THIS TIME TO SANTA FE,NEW MEXICO.
I DUTIFULLY SET UP A NEW P.O. BOX,WHICH IS LISTED ABOVE,
AND |IT SEEMS LIKE THIS MIGHT ACTUALLY BE THE oNeE
THAT MAKES IT THROUGH A DECADE....

AS T WRI\TE THIS, MY WIFE CLAIRE 'S EXTREMELY
PREGNANT. T HAVE BEEN FRANTICALLY TRYING TO FINISH
THIS ISSUE BEFORE THE BABY (A GIRL!) ARRIVES.IT 1S
VERY LIKELY THAT BY THE TIME YoOU ARE HOLDING THIS
ISSUE IN YOUR HANDS, I wWiLL BE HOLDING MY DAUGHTER
IN MINE.

CLA\RE GREW UP IN SANTA FE AND WE DECIDED TO
MOVE BACK HERE SO THAT WE wWOULD HAVE SOME EXTRA
SUPPORT FROM HER FAMILY WHILE WE FIGURE OUT HOwW
TO BE PARENTS. SANTA FE IS ALSO CONSIDERABLY LESS
EXPENSIVE THAN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, sO wWwE
HOPE THIS WiLL ALSO ALLOW US TO CONTINUE PURSUING OUR
FREELANCE LIFESTYLE. IF YOU ADD ALL OF THAT UP, | T
LOOKS LI\KE I'M GOING TO BE HERE FOR A WHILE!

VE SPENT THE LAST YEAR OR SO STOCKPILING A
FEW HUNDRED FULLY-SCRIPTED PAGES OF COMICS,WITH THE
HOPE THAT THEVY’LL HELP ME WEATHER THE FIRST FEW
STORMY YEARS OF PARENTING. IT'S MPORTANT TO ME
THAT PHASE Z CONTINUES, SO HOPEFULLY T CAN KEEP T uP!

I'M EXCITED TO BEGIN THIS NEW PHASE OF L\FE, AND
VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD TO LEARNING ALL KINDS oOF
OF NEW THINGS ABOUT LIFE IN THE COMING YEAR.UNTIL
THEN, T HOPE YOU ENJOY THIS \SSUE AND T WISH YOU ALL
A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

SANTA FE,NM

- Als

PHASE 7 # 021 —DECEMBER 2015. ENTIRE CONTENTS (INCLUDING
ALL CHARACTERS,STORIES AND ART ) COPYRIGHT 02015 ALEC
LONGSTRETH. NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION (EXCEPT SINGLE
PANELS FOR REVIEW PURPOSES) MAY BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT
THE WRITTEN PERMISSI|ON OF ALEC LONGSTRETH.BLA BLA BLA.

FIRST PRINTING - 4Q0 COPIES

SSUE TWENTY-ONE

.0. BOX 8907 SANTA FE,NM 87504

THE NEXT TwO ISSUES wiLL EACH FEATURE
A NEW STORY DRAWN IN THIS STYLE. THE
REST OF THE ISSUES wiLL REPRINT CcomICS
THAT I DREW FOR VARIOUS ANTHOLOGIES,
NEWSPAPERS AND Z|INES, INCLUDING SOME
NEVER-RELEASED MATERIAL. .

MY HOPE IS THAT
THESE REPRINT
ISSUES WILL GET
ME THROUGH THE
FIRST SLEEPLESS
YEAR OF PARENTING,

PHASE # #0212

(13 PAGES)

PHASE # #0223

N &

(12 PAGES)

THEN, FINALLY, IN
ISSVE #0224 T wiLL
BEGIN TELLING THE
STORY THAT MADE
ME WANT TO START
PHASE Z [N THE
FIRST PLAcCE!

THE THIRD STORY IN MY “NERD TRILOGY'—
THE FIRST BEING TRANSITION, ABOUT MY LOVE
OF COMICS AND THE SECOND BEING WEEZER
FAN, ABOUT MY FAVORITE BAND — PHASE SIX

WILL EXPLORE MY L\FELONG LOVE OF STAR WARS.
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V/WE ALREADY SCRIPTED
OVER 100 PAGES OF
THIS STORY. MY GOAL
\S TO BREAK T LUP
\WNTO SHORTER CHAPTERS
SO THAT 1SSUES OF
PHASE 7 WIiLL COME 0OUT
MORE FREQUENTLY.

DURING ALL OF THIS
I wiLL ALSO BE
WORKING ON MY
NEW, FANTASY
WEBCOMIC FOR KIDS,
ISLE oF ELSI,
WHICH I'M REALLY
EXCITED ABoUT!

WI|ISH ME LUCK
WITH ALL OF
THIS STUFF, T
CAN'T WAIT FOR
ALL OF You
TO READ |T!




AS MENTIONED N
THE INTRODUCT|ION
TO THIS 1SSVUE, T
HAVE SsomeE BIG
CHANGES ON THE
WAY IN 2016!

SINCE |'VE GOT A LITTLE BIT OF
EXTRA SPACE AT THE END OF THIS

ISSUE, T THOUGHT \T wouLD BE
GOOD TO TALK ABOUT MY FUTURE

CARTOONING PLANS.

TO TRY AND MAKE
THE MOST OUT OF
MY INCREASINGLY
LIMITED TIME,
I'VE ALSO CHANGED
HOW t'M DRAWING
MY comics!

STARTING WITH
THIS ISSUE, T Now
PRINT OQUT MY
ROUGH SCRIPT,
USING L|GHT cYAN
INK, DIRECT LY
ONTO BRISTOL..

LONGSTRETH

FACIAL

FOR MY ENTIRE LIFE,
MY FATHER HAS HAD

THERE ARE A FEW RARE
PHOTOS OF HIM WITH A
FULL BEARD.

T THEN ESSENTIALLY SKIP
THE PENCI\LING STAGE AND
PROCEED DIRECTLY TO INKING.
THIS HAS LOOSENED UP THE
FINAL ART, WHICH T LIKE.

ALSO,\T 1S A LOT FASTER!
THIS |ISSUE STILL TOOK A

LONG TIME, BUT THAT WAS
MOSTLY BECAUSE I WAS SO
BUSY WITH SIDE PROJECTS
AND BECAUSE OF THIS ISSUE's
HIGH PAGE COUNT !

PHASE 7 #021
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WHEN T WAS ABOUT
FOURTEEN, T STARTED
NOTICING SOME
"PEACH Fuzz’ ON
MY OWN CHIN.

BADGER’S ALWAYS PULL DOWN
HAIR BRUSH NEVER SIDE TO SIDE. I’M GONNA
THAT wiIiLL CUT You., CUT MY
FACE OFF!
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LATER THAT YEAR,WHILE ON VACATION
WITH MY PARENTS IN ARIZONA, T DECIDED
THAT THE TIME HAD FINALLY CcCoME!

D...DAD? .
DO YOU THINK \ 7 1/
YoU COULD >
- TEACH ME ) /
){; ; HOW TO SHAVE? i

|

T WAS EXTREMELY
NERVOUS!

DISPOSABLE RAZOR




T WAS SO TENSE,
THAT T LOCKED
MY LEGS.

SO WHEN I FINALLY
FINISHED, T ALMOST
FAINTED. [

IT WAS A PRETTY
INTENSE FIRST SHAVE!

THAT'S GOOD!
= \ YOU'RE GETTING IT,
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AFTER THAT, T
STARTED SHAVING
ONCE EVERY WEEK

T don’t €ee\..

AT FIRST, T THOUGHT
SHAVING WAS PRETTY
COOL.\T WAS A SOURCE
OF ADOLESCENT PRIDE,
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SOON ENOUGH THOUGH,
I BEGAN TO LOATHE

OKAY,HERE
WE GO AGAIN!

I SPENT THE NEXT SUMMER
WORKING AT A CAMP UP IN THE
wWOoODS. T DECIDED TO TAKE
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HAVE YOU STARTED

SHAVING YET? I

HAVE. MY FACIAL
HAIR GROWS
REALLY FAST.

SHAVING. —
SNQ

UGH! DO T HAVE
TO SHAVE AGAIN?
DIDN’T I JUST
DO IT YESTERDAY?/!
N\
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WHEN I RETURNED HOME SIX
WEEKS LATER,TI HAD A DISGUSTING
MESS OF CURLY BL.ONDE HAIRS
GROWING OUT OF MY FACE.

A BREAK FROM SHAVING. ////“/
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THE PROTO-
BEARD THAT OFF THIS
INSTANT/
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ABOUT HOW T GOT ‘INTO MusIC’
FOR THE FIRST TIME. SHE HAD
NEVER HEARD A LOT OF MY STORIES
AND WHATNOT, EVEN THOUGH MUSIC
HAS BEEN A BIG PART OF MY LIFE
AS LONG AS SHE'S KNOWN ME.YoU
DID SOMETHING VERY SIMILAR,BUT
ARTICULATED AND ILLUSTRATED IT
AND SHARED T wWITH THE WORLD!
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR DOING SoO.

T JUST ORDERED BASEWOOD,
BECAUSE EVERYONE RAVES ABOUT IT.
I ALSO CAN'T FIND MY DROP TARGET
ZINES #5 AND #G, SO T ORDERED
REPLACEMENTS! 'WVE BECOME FRIENDS
WITH ANOTHER AUTOBIOGR. APH \CAL.
COMIC ARTIST NAMED RYAN CLAYTOR
OVER THE PAST YEAR, AND YOU MIGHT
LIKE HIS WORK.CHECK OUT
www.elephanteater.com FOR A LOOK
AT HIS COMICS. \'VE INCLUDED OUR
LOCAL PINBALL ZINE,JUST PR\NTED
YESTERDAY.T DON'T WRITE T OR
EDIT IT OR ANYTHING, ANOTHER
LOCAL ENTHUSIAST DOES,BUT T
FIGURED ZINES ARE MADE FOR SHARING!

THANKS SO MUCH FOR WHAT YouU
DO. MAYBE WE’'LL BUMP INTO EACH
OTHER AT A PINBALL ARCADE ONE
OF THESE DAYS AND YOU CAN TEACH
ME HOW TO KARAOKE ‘BUDDY HOLLY'
\N PERSON.

DON WALTON, JR.
ALBUQUE RQUE ,NM

SANTA FE 'S PRETTY MUCH “DRY”
AS FAR AS PINBALL GOES,SO I'M SURE
LL HEAD DOWN TO ALBUQUERQUE
ONE OF THESE DAYS FOR A PINCRAWL,
ANO T CAN USE THE LIST OF LOCATIONS
N ABQ TO PLAN MY RouTE!

THANKS

THANKS FOR THE LONG LETTER,DON!
LET’S SEE |\F T CAN ANSWER ALL
OF YOUR QUESTIONS....

I WAS BORN IN 1979 ,S0O YES! WE
WERE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AGE
WHEN THE BLUE ALBUM AND PINKERTON
WERE RELEASED.

T CAN’T REMEMBER |IF I EVER
GAVE MY SISTER A HARD TIME FOR
GETTING R\D OF HER BLUE ALBUM,
T DO KNOW THAT SHE EVENTUALLY
REPLACED HER GI\FTED COPY WITH
A NEW ONE FOR HERSELF.

I'M GLAD MY WEEZER STORIES
ENCOURAGED YOU TO SHARE SOME
OF YOUR OWN!

AS YOU'LL SEE WHEN vYoU REREAD
DPROP TARGET #S, T ALSO KNOW RYAN
CLAYTOR ! HE DREW THE CENTER
SPREAD “"DREAM MACHINE” FOR THAT
\SSUE AND CONTRIBUTED SOME GREAT
INTERVIEWS TO ISSUES #6 AND #H7
AS WELL.RYAN HAS BEEN A LONGTIME
SUPPORTER OF PHASE #,!S AN ALL
AROUND NICE GUY, AND 1S A VERY
ENTHUSIASTIC PINBALL AFICIONADO!

THANKS FOR SENDING ALONG A COPY
OF ALBUQUERQUE PINBALL QUARTERLY.
T RECEWED \T IN CALIFORNIA, BUT I
HAVE SINCE MOVED To NEW MEX|CO!/

FIRST AND FOREMOST, THE PHASE 2
SUBSCRIBERS WHO WAITED PATIENTLY
FOR THIS I1SSUE! THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

MY MOTHER, FATHER AND SISTERS.

JASON SHIGA FOR COMING OVER AND
DRAWING AT MY PLACE.\T WAS A
PLEASURE TALKING SHOP AND T
APPRECIATE ALL OF THE CARTOONIST
PARENTING ADVICE YoU GAVE mMg!

GREG MEANS AND NICOLE GEORGES
FOR BEING MY ACCOUNTABILIBUDDIES
AND HELPING ME HAVE SOME VERY
PRODUCTIVE MONTHS OF CARTOONING

OUR CALIFORNIA FRIENDS MOWNICA,
KETTNER & LACY FOR HELPING US
PACK UP OUR GIANT MOVING TRUCK

CLAIRE’S FAMILY — NATCH,DENNIS,
ELLIE & MICHAEL—FOR HELPING US

UNPACK OUR GIANT MOVING TRUCK,
AND FOR WELCOMING ME \NTO THE
SANTA FE COMMUNITY,

JON CHAD FOR THE OCCASIONAL WORK
PARTY WHILE T WAS SPORADICALLY
IN VERMONT AND FOR STAYING

STRONG ON THE PINBALL FRONT WHEN
MY STRENGTH WAS FLAGG\NG. \T WAS
A REAL HONOR TO WORK WITH You ON
ALL SEVEN \SSUES OF DROP TARGET!

ALL OF MY STUDENTS AT THE CENTER
FOR CARTOON STUDIES AND THE COMICS
MFA PROGRAM AT THE CALIFORNIA
COLLEGE OF THE ARTS.T OoFTEN FEEL
THAT I LEARN AS MUCH ABoUT COMICS
BY TEACHING YOU,AS YoU LEARN FROM ME.

MY WIFE,CLAIRE, WHO CONTINVES TO
STAND BY ME AND TO SUPPORT MY
CREATIVE LIFESTYLE IN A HUNDRED
DIFFERENT WAYVYS. I'M SO EXC\TED TO
LEARN HOW TO BE A PARENT WITH
YOU., T KNOW YOUVU'RE GOING TO BE AN
AMAZING MOTHER.

LAST,BUT NOT LEAST, “CLAIRE JR."WHO
PROVIDED A LOT OF MOTIVATION IN THE
HOME STRETCH.T CAN'T WAIT TO MEET YOU.




THEN I'VE READ PART TWO,WHICH T
ALSO THOROUGHLY ENJOYED. I GOT
TO SEE WEEZER PERFORM PINKERTON
ON THEI\R MEMORIES TOUR IN 2010,
AND THAT WAS AN AMAZING EXPERIENCE,
BUT I'D BASICALLY GIVE ANYTHING TO GO
BACK IN TIME AND SEE THEM PLAY
WHEN PINKERTON WAS ACTUALLY

RELEASED, AND TO BE A PART OF THE
FAN COMMUNITY THEN. NOW THEIR

FANBASE 1S SO HUGE, AND LARGELY

BASED ON ALBUMS OF THEIRS I\'M

NOT A FAN OF (ILE. ANY THING AFTER
PINKERTON) THAT 1T’S HARD FOR ME
TO RELATE.THAT’S PROBABLY WHY
I CONNECT SO MUCH TO YOUR ZINES,
ACTUALLY —THEY FEEL SMALL AND
PERSONAL, A 1-TO-1 CONNECTION

BETWEEN THE FAN AND THE|IR FANDOM,

IT’S HARD TO GET THAT FEELING
NOWADAYS.

I'M ALSO WRITING BECAUSE T
FINALLY MADE MY OWN WEEZER FAN
COMIC!' WELL ,\T ACTUALLY USES
WEEZER ( SPECIFICALLY PINKERTON )
TO EXPLORE KIND OF A ROUGH TIME
IN MY LIFE WHEN PINKERTON MEANT
A LOT TO ME.I KNOW THERE ARE
PEOPLE WHO FIND PINKERTON CREEPY,
OR UNCOMFORTABLY PERSONAL, BUT
THAT’S EXACTLY WHY I LOVE IT
SO MUCH. \'TT WAS THERE FOR ME
DURING TIMES WHEN T FELT
UGLY AND LONELY AND ISOLATED,
ANYWAY, THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR
ENCOURAGING ME TO MAKE IT;
HONESTLY, KNOWING THERE WAS
SOMEONE OUT THERE WHO WANTED
TO READ IT HELPED A LOT. I HOPE
YOU ENJOVY!

SINCERELY,
HANNAH WATANABE -ROCCO

BROOKLYN,NY

I'M HONORED THAT MY WEEZER
COMICS INSPIRED YOU TO MAKE YOUR
OWN, HANNAH ! THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR SENDING ME A CoPY— I DID
ENJOY IT VERY MUCH , AND T CAN
RELATE TO YOUR FEELINGS ABOUT
PINKERTON, ONE OF THE GREATEST
ALBUMS OF ALL TIME !

IF ANY PHASE 2 READERS WOULD
LIKE TO CHECK OUT HANNAHR'S coMmMiC
“ACROSS THE SEA” YoU CAN READ
THE WHQOLE THING FOR FREE ON
HER WEBS\TE:
www.hannohwr,com/across-+he-sea/

HEY ALEC,

JUST FINISHED READING THE ‘WEEZER
TRI\LOGY' OF PHASE #, AND T LOVED 1T!
I HAVE FOLLOWED ALL THE ISSUES
OF DROP TARGET ZINE,BUT THIS IS

THE FIRST NON-PINBALL COMIC OF
YOURS THAT UVE READ. I PICKED
THEM UP BECAUSE I WAS A DIE HARD
WEEZER FAN (FAN CLUB # 60Q4Y) FROM
1994 -200@ AND BEYOND...A LOT OF
THE STORIES YOU SHARE PARALLEL.
SIMILAR EXPERIENCES IN MY LIFE.
YOU HAVE A MUCH BETTER MEMORY
THAN I DO. I DON’'T REMEMBER
FIRST HEARING 'UNDONE, BUT (T DID
SPUR ME TO PURCHASE THE ALBUM
BECAUSE T LIKED QUIRKY STUFF THEN
(ANDNOW ). T REMEMBER THE DAY T
BOUGHT (T, FROM MEDIA PLAY, A
STORE THAT CLOSED DOWN AT LEAST
15 YEARS AGO. T ALSO REMEMBER
THE DAY PINKERTON CAME OUT AND
T RAN OUT AND BOUGHT T AS WELL.
T WAS ACTUALLY CRUSHED WHEN T
HEARD THAT 'RAW’ SOUND, AND THAT
THE POLISH HAD BEEN KNOCKED OFF
IT. RIVERS SINGING ABOUT SEX AND
SWEARING ON THE ALBUM,AND IN THE
WEEZINE,UPSET ME AT THAT AGE.
I HATED LIWVE ALBUMS AT THE TIME
BECAUSE ‘THE PRODUCTION WASN’T
AS GOOD'. HA HA... ANYWAY, T GOT
OVER IT AND PINKERTON 1S STILL
MY FAVORITE WEEZER ALBUM AND
EASILY IN MY TOP THREE FAVORITE
ALBUMS EVER. T wWAS B80RN IN 1980,
SO V'M GUESSING WE ARE AROUT THE
SAME AGE BASED ON THE STORIES You
SHARED. T HAVE TO ASK, WHY DID
YOUR SISTER GIVE AWAY HER BLUE
ALBUM??? HAVE YOU BUSTED HER
CHOPS SINCE7?Y HA HA...NICE THAT
YOU NOTED 'SUSANNE’ AS YOUR
FAVORITE WEEZER TRACK. ‘JAME’
AND ‘WALT DISNEY' ARE MINE. ODD THAT
THEIR B-SIDES RESONATE EVEN
MORE W\TH FANS THAN THE SINGLES.
(‘BEVERLY HILLS' BEING MY LEAST
FAVORITE WEEZER SONG.HOW YOU
STUCK WI\TH THEM THROUGH THAT
‘LL NEVER UNDERSTAND... HA HA..)
I WORE MY WEEZER T-SHIRT
NEARLY EVERY DAY, WASHING T
CONSTANTLY UNTIL |T WAS THREADBARE.
THEN I FINALLY FOUND A REPLACEMENT
AND DID THE SAME. T WORKED FOR A
RADIO STATION DURING THOSE YEARS
BEFORE THE GREEN ALBUM CAME ouT,
AND ALL THE LISTENERS AND BANDS
WE WORKED WI\TH CALLED ME ‘THE
WEEZER GUY" I EVEN BECAME FRIENDS
WITH THE ORIGINAL MEMBERS OF
SWITCHFOOT DURING THOSE YEARS
BECAUSE OF OUR SHARED LOVE OF
WEEZER, AND THEY WERE CONSTANTLY
TOURING THROUGH ALBUQUER QUE.
ANYWAY, T JUST WANTED TO
THANK YOU FOR BRINGING BACK
A LOT OF MEMORIES,AND FOR TELLING
YOUR STORY WITH SUCH FOCUS, BUT
ALSO KEEPING T ENGAGING AND
INTERESTING. A FEW WEEKS AGO T
ToLD MY WIFE OF NEARLY TEN YEARS

BY THE T\ME T LEFT FOR
COLLEGE, T ACTIVELY
DISDAINED SHAVING.

MY FRESHMAN YEAR, T CAME HOME
FOR CHRISTMAS WITH MY FIRST
HONEST - TO- GOODNESS BEARD. [
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Y wHAT 'S THE point? | [ H
E ITS VDUST GOING
TO GROW BACK!
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ON THAT SAME TR\P HOME
T RAN INTO ONE OF MY OLD
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS,MRS. NEWMAN.

), &
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T BOUGHT SOME CLIPPERS AND
STARTED TRIMMING BACK MY
BEARD ONCE EVERY FEW WEEKS, THIS
WAS A SCHEDULE T COULD MAINTAIN.

YOU START OUT WITH
A BEAUTIFUL BABY BOY
AND THEN ONE DAY HE
COMES HOME COVERED
IN ALL THIS AWFUL HAIR!
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MISTER LONGSTRETH! 4
IF YOU INSIST ON HAVING \2HlRco:
THAT RIDICULOUS BEARD,YoU
MUST KEEP IT TRIMMED'
LIKE A BRITI\SH
NAVAL OFFICER! Vs
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OVER T\ME, THE BEARD STARTED
TO FEEL MORE AND MORE LIKE
MY NATURAL STATE.

iIF T EVER HAVE KIDS SOME -
DAY, T WANT TO BE A DAD
WITH A BEARD,

HA HA! LOOK AT THIS

PICTURE OF DAD
WITHOUT A BEARD!

y WHOOOA ...
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BEARDOS

DURING MY FIRST WEEK OF
COLLEGE I B0UGHT A PAIR

WHENEVER I NEEDED
A HAIRCUT, I'D YUST
USE THE BATHROOM

PART

('L NEVER HAVE
TO PAY TWENTY
BUCKS FOR A
HAIRCUT AGAIN !
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EQUAL LENGTH.

'I DID MY BEST TO CuT
L OF MY HAIR TO AN
e

GABE WAS MY BEST FRIEND IN

COLLEGE. HE GREW UP IN A SUBURB
OF PORTLAND, OREGON AND I WAS
FROM A SUBURB OF SEATTLE, SO
SOMETIMES WE’D HANG 0OUT DUR!NG

OF HAIRCUTTING SCISSORS.

THE HARDEST
PART WAS THE

IN My DORM [ x

LONGSTRETH,
WHAT HAPPENED
TO YOUR HAIR?

=

T CUuT \T
MYSELF!

GABE

EVERY YEAR, GABE AND H\S
HIGH SCHOOL FRI\END GRI1ZZO0
THREW AN EPIC NEW VEAR'S
EVE PARTY IN THE PORTLAND AREA,
T NEVER MISSED T,

W'NTER BREAK LAy M Uruu
Ryﬂﬂ
m ; I'M PUTTING

TOGETHER 4N
THIS YEAR'S [=
| INVITAT ' ON iy

T L|ST! z

~
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SOMEHOW,
I GABE ALWAYS
ENDED UP NAKED
i AT THESE PARTIES,
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THIS LETTER MEANT A GREAT DEAL
TO ME.IT FELT SO WONDERFUL TO
RECEIVE PRAISE FROM THE VERY BAND
THAT INSPIRED THE PROJECT INTHE
FIRST PLACE!

IN ADDITION TO BEING ONE HALF
OF THE GREATEST WIZARD ROCK BAND
ON EARTH, JOE IS ALSO A TALENTED
CARTOONIST AND ZINESTER IN HIS
OWN RIGHT. YOU CAN GET THE FIRST
TWO ISSUES OF HIS MINICOMIC GOOD
LUCK (ABOUT THE BAND, GOOD LUCK)
AS WELL AS SOME OF HIS OTHER
Z2INES AT:

joedegeorge .bigcartel.com

WHILE YOU'RE AT T, WHY DON’T YOU
CHECK OUT HARRY AND THE POTTERS!
www.harryand+he potters.com

AND YES, T HAVE PLAYED WIZARD
OF 0=, AND T AGREE THAT IT'S A
GREAT PINBALL MACHINE!

DEAR ALEC,

JUST AN INDEFENSIBLY DILATORY
NOTE OF THANKS/APPRECIATION FOR
KEEPING ME ‘'UP TO DATE’' ON ALL
YOUR LATEST EFFORTS, FROM THE
WEEZER MATERIAL (WHICH T READ

WITH FASCINATION AND ORBITAL DISTANCE,

HAVING NEVER HEARD AWEEZER SONG
IN MY LIFE BUT OF COURSE BEING
SYMPATHETIC TO YOUR ENTHUSIASM,AS
WELL AS FAMILIAR IN MY OWN LI\FE
WITH INTERESTS PARALLEL THOUGH
NOT NECESSARILY CONGRUENT...)
YOUR HONEST LOVE AND EXCITEMENT
FOR THEIR MUSIC 1S HEARTENING.

ALSO WAS SURPRISED AND COMPELLED
BY YOUR ‘BASEWOOD’ ROCK OPERA...
I HAD NO IDEA.“FALLING” IS A GREAT
SONG, BEAUTIFULLY COMPOSED AND
HARMONIZED... ALSO LIKED “LOOKING
UP” A LOT... SAVED THESE SONGS TO
MY (TUNES...VERY IMPRESSIVE AND
FINE WORK ALL AROUND ——o MY
COMMENDATIONS, AND T HOPE YOU'VE
ENJVOYED DOING |\ T ALL ...

AS ALWAYS,T SEND YOU MY VERY
BEST AND WARMEST, AND HOPE ALL’S WELL,

CHRIS WARE
OAK PARK , T L
P.5. AND OF COURSE, CONGRATULAT |ONS

FOR FINISHING ‘BASEWOQOD'— A
HEARTY HANDSHAKE, ETC...!

T INCORRECTLY ASSUMED THAT I wouLD
BE ABLE TO READ ALL FOURTEEN OF THE
DIFFERENTLY-SIZED COMICS THAT MAKE
UP THIS BOXED SET IN A SINGLE DAY.
\T TOOK ME THREE DAYS TO CAREFULLY
READ EVERYTHING,AND IT WAS EASILY
ONE OF THE MOST MASTERFUL PIECES
OF CARTOONING I HAVE EVER EXPERIENCED,

I HAVE LEARNED A LOT ABOUT COMICS
OVER THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS,WHILE
T HAVE BEEN DRAWING THEM.EACH TIME
I READ A NEW BOOK BY MR.WARE, I
NOT ONLY SEE THE LESSONS I HAVE
LEARNED 1IN ACTION, BUT I ALSO
LEARN MANY NEW THINGS ABOUT WHAT
IS POSSIBLE WITH COMICS.

AS COMICS MORE-AND-MORE BECOME
A STEPPING STONE THAT MANY CREATIVE
PEOPLE USE TO GAIN ACCESS TO OTHER
MEDIUMS THAT THEY PERCEIVE AS MORE
LEGITIMATE (ANIMATION,FILM,ETC.)
IT’S A BLESSING TO HAVE MR.WARE
STICK WITH COMICS, AND THROUGH HIS
WORK , PUSH THE BOUNDARIES OF HIS
CHOSEN MEDIUM,

BUILDING STORIES \S AVAILABLE
ANYWHERE GOOD COMICS ARE SOLD,
T HIGHLY RECOMMEND 1T/

DEAR ALEC,

T THINK THAT YOUR BOOK
BASEWOOD 1S GREAT! MY FAVORITE
CHARACTER 1S ARGUS. T LIKE THE
DETALIL TOO. AT SOME PARTS THEY
ARE SAD, BUT OTHERS ARE HAPPY.

T LOVE ALL OF YOUR BOOKS OF
WHICH I'VE READ. T THINK YOU SHOULD
KEEP ON MAKING BOOKS! TRUST Mg,
THEY’'RE GREAT.

REX GRUBE
(AGE 8)

LOS ANGELES,CA

FOR MY BIRTHDAY THIS YEAR, T CLEARED
MY SCHEDULE AND THEN SPENT THE WHOLE
DAY SITTING ON MY COUCH, LISTENING
TO MY GRANDFATHER’S OLD JAZZ
RECORDS AND READING MR.WARE’S
LATEST COMICS PROJECT: BUILDING STORIES,

REX! THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR WRITING
TO ME AND FOR ALL YOUR KIND WORDS,
SOMEHOW, IT MEANS SO MUCH MORE
TO ME TO RECEIVE A FAN LETTER
FROM A KID THAN JUST ANOTHER
ADULT (SORRY, ADULTS). I’'M SO GLAD TO
HEAR THAT YOU ENJOYED BASEWOOD.
MY NEXT COMICS PROJECT, ISLE

OF ELSI,WHICH BEGINS NEXT VEAR,
IS VUST FOR KIDS! I HOPE THAT

YOU WILL READ IT, ALONG WITH

YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTER (HELLO
GEORGE! HI GOLDIE! WELCOME,SONNY!)
AND THAT YOU WILL ALL ENJOY I T!

DEAR ALEC,

T OON’T KNOW IF YOU REMEMBER
ME; MY NAME IS HANNAH AND T WROTE
YOU A LETTER AFTER ISSUE #\Z OF
PHASE 7Z,WEEZER FAN PART ONE.SINCE




NOTES

1:1 = PICTURED CLOCKWISE IN THIS
PANEL ARE 1) MY GRANDFATHER,
THACHER LONGSTRETH, N 1964,
HE WROTE OF HIS FACIAL HAIR,
MY BEARD WAS A BRIEF AFFECTATION
THAT ENDED WHEN A WAITRESS,
SEEING \T, EXCLAIMED, ‘OH, MR.
LONGSTRETH— YOU'RE NOT ONE OF
THEM!"” 2) MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER,
JOHN CLAGHORN, WHO WAS A PAINTER
AND AMATEUR CARTOONIST! YOU CAN
SEE A COMIC HE DREW ABOUT A
1935 CAMPING TRIP ON MY SITE:
www.alec -longstreth.com/comics/19435/
3) MY FATHER.

3:6~-T SCRIPTED AND DREW THIS PANEL
BEFORE KNOWING THAT T WiLL, IN
FACT, HAVE KIDS SOMEDAY!

Q:3 - LEFT TO RIGHT : LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA; SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA;
SEATTLE,WASHINGTON; PORTLAND,OREGON

13:4 - THE BASEWOOD BEARD FLICKR SET:
www. flickr.com/photos/longstreth/albums/
72\157606486868834

35:3 - JASON LUTES WAS DRAWING
BERLIN:CITY OF SMOKE, AVAILABLE
FROM DRAWN & QUARTERLY, ISBN
QZ8 -1-89%7299-53 -1

35:4-JON CHAD WAS DRAWING THE
BAD-VENTURES OF BOBO BACKSLACK
AVAILABLE FROM ADHOUSE BOOKS.|SBN
9728 -1-9435233-28-2

36:2-WITH BIN LADEN DEAD, TEACHER
SHAVES 10-YEAR -0OLD BEARD:
www.Romonews.com/news/local /1211072609 . html

40:4 -BETH HETLAND’'S WEBSITE :
www .beth-hetlond.com

4i:4 - THE BASEWOOD BEARD VIDEO:
wwu).sou‘i’ube.com/wafch?v:._—_.LHQLh52hS

41:2 - SEE BACK COVER!

DEAR ALEC,

WORDS CANNOT CAPTURE MY AMAZEMENT
AT THE BASEWOOD ROCK OPERA YOU HAVE
PRODUCED. I JUST GOT HOME FROM TOUR
AND FOUND YOUR LATEST PHASE #
AWAITING MY ARRIVAL.YOU ALREADY
HAD CREATED A BEAUTIFUL OPUS IN
YOUR DRAWING OF BASEWO0OD,BUT I
WAS CERTAINLY NOT EXPECTING A
ROCK OPERA FROM YOU AND YOUR
COLLEAGUES. THIS \S MORE THAN
JUST ICING ON THE CAKE, IT IS A—
WHOLE 'NOTHER CAKE WITH RICH AND
SWEET FLAVORFUL TONES.

I WAS REALLY FLOORED WITH THE
PRODUCTION.IT GOT ME VERY TEARY EYED
TOWARDS THE END. YOU DID SUCH A GREAT
JOB HERE, ALEC,AND |'M SO PROUD TO
KNOW YOU AS AN ARTIST AND TO SEE YOuR
VISIONS COME TO FRUITION, ALSO T
ABSOLUTELY LOVE YOUR PERFORMANCE
AS THE MONSTER . LAUGHED AND T
CRIED.\T’S REALLY WONDERFUL WORK.
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR PRODUCING
IT AND FOR SENDING \T TO ME. I
REALLY LOVE |T.I ALMOST FEEL LIKE
IN A WAY You HAVE OUTDONE US,HERE,

I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO AL.L-
YOU WILL BE PRODUCING.T HOPE ONE
DAY V'LL BE ABLE TO MAKE SOMETHING
WITH HALF THE QUALI\TY YOU PUT OouT,
YOU'RE AT THE TOP OF THE D.LY.TIER,
DOoN’T sTOP!

T WISH WE wOuLD HAVE HAD MORE
TIME WHEN WE WERE IN THE BAY TO
COME SEE YOU. T HOPE EVERYTHING
IS GOING ALL RIGHT/!

HAVE YOU PLAYED THE NEW WIZARD
OF OZ PINBALL MACHINE? YOU GOTTA
CHECK \T OUT. IT IS MY FAVORITE
PINBALL MACHINE OF ALL TIME AND
T THINK IT'S UP YOUR ALLEY.

I'M WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST,
HERE.THANK YOU SO MUCH AGAIN,
AND THANK YOU FOR THE SHOUT OUT.
ITI1S A REAL PLEASURE TO HAVE YOU
ON EARTH. T HOPE YOU STAY ON THIS
PLANET FOR A LONG TIME.

XOX O,
JOE DEGEORGE

PROVIDENCE, RT

LETTERS

P.0. BOX 8QA0# SANTAFE,NM 87504

NOTE: LETTERS TO PHASE 7 BECOME
PROPERTY OF THE COMIC AND ARE ASSUMED
INTENDED FOR PUBLICATION [N WHOLE OR IN
PART (UNLESS OTHERWISE IND\CATED).

AS T MENTIONED (N THE NOTES OF
PHASE 7 #0220 , HARRY AND THE
POTTERS WERE ONE OF THE MAIN
SOURCES OF INSPIRATION FOR SONGS
FROM THE BASEWOOD. THE |DEA OF
SINGING SONGS FROM THE POINT OF
VIEW OF CHARACTERS FROM A BOOK
SET ME ON THE PATH FOR THAT PROJECT,
IMAGINATIVE SONGWRITING COMBINED
WITH OVER-THE-TOP LIVE PERFORMANCES,
BURSTING WI\TH ENEROGY, HAVE MADE
HARRY AND THE POTTERS ONE OF MY
FAVORITE BANDS, THIS |S ALL TO SAY THAT

AS 1999 WAS DRAWING
TO A CLOSE,MY HA\R
AND BEARD WERE THE
LONGEST THEY HAD
EVER BEEN.

DUDE, L0OOKS
LIKE \T's

T'ME FOR A
HAIRCULUT!

.....

'WVE DECIDED THAT 1'mM
GOING TO CUT OFF ALL
MY HAIR AT YOUR NEW
YEAR’S EVE PARTY, SO

THAT I START MY 2000s
WITH A CLEAN SLATE!/

YEAH, T KNOW,
'VE BEEN
GROWING 1T
OVT ON PURPOSE!

T BROUGHT MY CLIPPERS AND
SCISSORS WITH ME To PORTLAND,

A FEW HOURS BEFORE MIDNIGHT, GRIZZO
STARTED CUTTING MY HAIR ... [§

HEY LONGSTRETH, GABE
TOLD ME AROUT YOUR HAIRCUT
PLAN AND I WANT TO
BE YOUR sTYLIST! ('VE

—( OKAY, LONGSTRETH. YOU READY? M

T %
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GRIZZ0O

I WALKED AROUND THE
PARTY FOR A WHILE,
LOOKING CRAZY, THEN
GRIZZ0 WOULD CUT OFF
SOME MORE HAIR.[ |
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=
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WE MADE SURE TO
TAKE A PHOTO
AFTER EACH PAGS.

ENOUGH
FOR Now!




WHEN I GOT BACK TO COLLEGE, SUDDENLY MY WEBSITE WAS | AND SO,0UST LIKE THAT, NO ONE STARED AT ME
T SCANNED THE PHOTOS AND GETTING A LOT OF TRAFFIC! MY LIFE WENT BACK TO ANY MORE.T WAS JUST
THEN BUILT A PAGE ON MY 7 EPILOGUE | | row 17 HAD eeen BEFORE. | [ A “NORMALY GUY AGAIN.
WHOA, LOOK AT CL\CK ON -
WEBSITE TO HOUSE THEM. K ) ( o X /
M —— I\ ALL THESE H1TS! L “TRAFFIC - ‘
o ° \ET:":
= £ N AR /, \ OO/O o
On December 3137 |9¢ ZA ) Ay ° °% )% 2 oo Ml
7N Grizzo cut off all: : __,,\\ oéf( o 0
s see the photos here vz g y — N 0 \Q} FORGOT )
v“ © oL MY SCARF! {
- V" v 4 O 9
K | g S\iao O o
n BARCODE @ sl ; © &k %} 270 5
HUH! ALL 8... BEARD UNBEKNOWNST To ME, THERE WAS THE LESSON IS SIMPLE. WE'VE ALL | |AND YET, EVERY DAY, PEOPLE
THE TRAFFIC FETISH A WHOLE COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE HEARD \T A THOUSAND TIMES. ARE JUDGED BY THEIR OUTWARD
SEEMS TO MESSAGE OUT THERE (MOSTLY GAY MEN) WHO “DON'T JUDGE A BOOK BY TS CovErR"| | APPEARANCE AND TREATED N
BE COMING BOARD? ARE AROUSED BY FACIAL HAIR, OR"IT'S WHAT'S INSIDE THAT COUNTS?” CERTAIN WAYS BECAUSE OF IT.

Z <

FROM THIS OR THE CUTTING THEREOF, P

oW

ONE SITE... SN\ U 77 // 7//
SN AL THEY WER
’ ENJOYING =
MY PHOTOS, []
A LOT. H
[
-\ - 0 D ;/Z/é(,/;/
’ i } A G Z , 7N
ARE YOU GOING I WAS DEFINITELY Af JLITTLE 010 T KNOwW, T DoN'T THINK I'CL | raur 'M GLAD THAT I | [T TAUGHT ME A LOT
TO TAKE DOWN LITTLE CREEPED OUT, | J THIS WOULD NOT BE EVER GROW MY DID IT AT LEAST oNCE.| | ABOUT HUMAN NATURE,
THE PHOTOS? BUT IN THE END T MY LAST RUN-IN W(TH HAIR OR BEARD 0UT Tou—~d | AND ABOUT MYSELF.
FIGURED, “To EACH THE “BEARDOS!" Il THANK You.
HIS OWN." (N5 o
fe) o
NO. DIFFERENT il
STROKES FOR N e
DIFFERENT

FOLKS, RIGHT? m—
1 =

D @

T AU 1| )
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I GREW MY HAIR FOR THREE VYEARS, FOUR
MONTHS AND NINE DAYS, OR 1,226 DAYS.

ON SEPTEMBER [I™, 2001 T WAS A SENIOR
THE CONCEPT] | AT 0BERLIN COLLEGE. THAT MORNING T WOKE
BEARD UP AND GOT READY FOR WORK, LIKE ANY OTHER DAY.

PART ONE

i
ffuarts
)

2

—
-
—
—

SN

RS | d 4] |1

Wl R _ —

IN THAT TIME MY BEARD GREW MY HAIR GREW TO A LENGTH MY DORM ROOM WAS RIGHT ACRO0SS THE I BIKED TO WORK,
TO A LENGTH OF ONE FOOT, OF ONE FOOT,NINE INCHES. HALL FROM THE STUDENT LOUNGE. OBLIVIOUS AS TO WHAT
TWO AND A HALF lNCHES.r—"" === === = ——_ =" = WAS GOING ON.F =

UGH! WHY ARE SO
MANY PEOPLE
WATCHING TV
THIS EARLY?

|’//Atl.ﬁl//d£f//ﬁ

\ L T

IN THAT TIME T DREW THREE] JALL IN ALL,BASEWO00OD TOOK ME T CLOCKED IN AT WORK, BUT THERE T FOUND EVERYONE IN
CHAPTERS OF BASEWOOD, OR 125 |ELEVEN YEARS TO WRITE AND DRAW. WAS NO ONE AROUN D. A TSy MY BQOSS, MIKE’S OFFICE.
PAGES OF COMICS. [ BY MY ESTIMATION, \T TOOK

APPROXIMATELY 6,000 HOURS @b@m‘ﬂg —

TO PENCIL AND INK ALL 204 PAGES. N
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I ARRIVED JUST IN TIME TO WATCH THE

WE WATCHED UNTIL THE
TOWERS COLLAPSED.

TOWER.

S

PLANE CRASH INTO THE SECOND

o\ My Gop! =
«? \\] Yo +
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I COULDN'T BEAR TO WATCH

ANY MORE OF THE HORROR ON
TV,SO I SPENT THE REST oF
THE DAY GLUED To MY RADIO.

ATTACK ON X
7 THE PENTAGON! — [

it

EVERY COUPLE OF YEARS ON THE
ANNIVERSARY OF qQ/Il T wouLD
HEAR |INTERVIEWS WITH WEDDL E.

1I'M GOING TO
THE HOSPITAL
T O G\WE BLOOD.

WORK S
CANCELED

MEANWHILE  IN EPHRATA, WASHINGTON,
A SUBSTITUTE MIDDLE SCHOOL.
TEACHER NAMED GARY WEDDLE
BECAME SO OBSESSED WITH

WATCHING THE NEWS THAT HE
FORGOT TO SHAVE FOR A WEEK.

I'M STILL FZ——Tp % ‘

GROWING MY [f=
BEARD, AND AdAM

T wiLL NoT /;W o
CUT 1T UNTIL “7/i0 /- 4& ﬁ 7
THE WAR IN ( 7 7
IRAQ 'S OVER! —

N

\ |
~ / /
e
I LOVED THIs 1peEA!
AN
ITS A BEARD ANTI-WAR
cLOCK! STATEMENT!
I WONDER
HOW LONG o o
HIS BEARD
WiLL GET? o e N
o -~
WHAT OO \

-~

DEDtcATION!

THE WHOLE SCHOOL TURNED OUT FOR THE EVENT, AND MY FRIEND
LIZ PRINCE EVEN DROVE UP FROM BOSTON.WE STARTED BY SHOWING
A VIDEO THAT CLAIRE MADE FROM ALL OF MY FLICKR PHOTOS AND

THEN THE HAIRCUT BEGAN!
B Y

ALL FOUR

7/

[ 2 /
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T ANSWERED QUESTIONS FROM
THE CROWD WHILE CLA\RE
PARTED MY BEARD INTO THREE
BRAIDS AND THEN CUT THEM OFF,

1
(o) 22come Fo-

THE BASEWOOD
& HAIRCUT!

WE DID THE SAME WITH MY HAIR
SO THAT IT couLD BE DONATED
TO A CHARITY THAT MAKES WIGS
FOR CANCER PATIENTS.
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ARE YoU EVER
GOING TO DRAW
A SEQUEL TO
BASEWOOQOD?

CLAIRE CLEANED T ALL UP WITH
SOME CLIPPERS AND A PAIR OF SCISSORS.

FOR THE FIRST TIME
T FELT MY FACE TOUCH

CLAIRE’S AS T GAVE HER
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( \? A BIG KISS. /
oW DOES \T FEELT SV 1]
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THAT CLAIRE SHOUL.D BE THE ONE
WHO GOT TO CUT MY HAlR.

S T T NN e Lo R e

— N W=\ i\ —
N T e —
ﬁ\ SCANNING
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AN
THIS GAVE ME ONE WEEK TO DO

ALL OF THE PRODUCTION WORK

s
BECAUSE OF ALL THIS, T DECIDED

lAMAZ\NGLY, ONE OF MY FORMER

I FINISHED DRAWING BASEWO0D
ON A FRIDAY, SO T SET THE

BOOK RELEASE AND HAIRCUT
FOR THE FOLLOWING FRIDAY.
B A\ N =2

THREADING SCANSE

=3

A "“LK“‘/ 2%

STUDENTS, BETH HETLAND, FLEW
IN FROM CHICAGO FOR THE EVENT!

FOR THE BOOK;I L\J

WE SET UP THE FIGURE DRAWING
CLASSROOM AS OUR STAGE.CLAIRE HAD HER CAMCORDER SET

UP ON A TR\POD AND I RIGGED A

_ fr=r=|
FOLDING
LING | Z/&N

T o p-ERUNRE o

PLATFORM IN THE MAIN C.CS.

LAPTOP TO LIVE-STREAM THE

EVENT ONULINE.
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THE
BASEWOOD
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WHAT |IF T

STARTED A

STORY RIGHT
IN THE
MIDDLE?

et N

—

PROFESSOR! THIS IS THE &
SAME VIDEO YOU SHOWED
US LAST WEEK!

T DIFFERENTLY!

O
5///&.,
b A

MY JUNIOR YEAR AT OBERLIN, T HAD ARCHAE -
OLOGY 101, WHICH WAS THE WORST CLASS T
HAVE EVER TAKEN, AT ANY SCHOOL LEVEL. ==

UH...YES! T WANT
YOU TO WATCH T

AGAIN AND.. UH...

TRY TO THINK ABOUT

[THAT DRAWING,MADE IN THE YEAR
2000, WAS THE SEED OF AN \DEA
THAT EVENTUALLY GREW INTO MY
FIRST GRAPHIC NOVEL, BASEWOOD.
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T CONTINVUED To DEVELOP THE STORY OF BASEWO0O0OD, BUT
I KNEW I WASN’'T READY TO DRAW SUCH A LARGE PROJECT
YET. SO AS I MOVED AROUND AFTER COLLEGE, T BUILT UP
MY CARTOONING SKILLS BY PUTTING OUT ISSUES OF PHASE #

2l |a '\
\)"1 gy o
_,) . U Yoy
25 ‘"
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IN 2004, T FINALLY FELT
READY TO START DRAWING
BASEWOOD.

HMMM ... HOW
B\G SHOULD T

IF ONLY T CcOouLD GO BACK |

ONE OF MY WEAKNESSES
AS A CARTOONIST AT
THAT TIME WAS

DRAWING SMALL.

WELL, T COULDN’T
DRAW A FULL
FIGURE MUCH

SMALLER THAN THAT.

ALAS, I

== ALEC! o

THAT PAPER!!

N’T BuY

AND SO, T MADE A
HUGE MISTAKE!

FOUR INCHES TALL!
SO |F T HAVE A PAGE
W ITH FOUR TIERS,
PLUS GUTTERS....

DIDN'T KNOW ANY

TIME TO STOP MYSELF! =SS | BETTER, AND THUS BEGAN
S — THE SEVEN YEAR PROCESS
OF DRAWING BASEWOOD. [

AT

JTITUT U B=alt=

THE TWENTY-EIGHT PAGES IN

CHAPTER ONE. |

] &

. [W a N

96k
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IT TOOK NINE MONTHS TO DRAW I MOVED TO NEW YORK AND BEGAN
PRAWING THE SECOND CHAPTER,

= I WHICH HAD THIRTY=-SIX PAGES IN T,

= ﬂm

[[SOME PAGES TooK AS
MUCH AS FORTY HOURS 1;:: %
ZN/J . ? TO PENCIL AND INK I77_[ EVER FINISH THIS?

|

J

LT

T WONDER |F 'LL

CLAIRE WAS MY MAIN SOURCE OF EMOTIONAL

SUPPORT DURING THE LAST YEAR AND A
HALF OF BASEWOOD. [

I'M NOT SURE I wouLD
HAVE MADE |IT THROUGH
WITHOUT HER.

(Tereen] 0

HOW'S YOUR PAGE GOING?

VUCGOH ...

29

34 COME SIT DOWN.
I MADE somME
DINNER.
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SHE ALSO HAD TO PUT UP WITH
A LOT OF THE DIRTY LOOKS AND
BIZARRE INTERACTIONS THAT
WERE CAUSED BY MY BEARD.

Q‘E\
UH OH, HERE nonHES

WE GO AGAIN...
/ N

N B
/! >

HEY BRO,CAN WE 7]
BUY SOME GREEN?Y @E=====

‘ ‘
! y_~ =

%%

\)EI\‘

“GREEN"?
T DON'T...

THEY WERE
ASSUMING
YOU DEAL
DRUGS
BECAUSE
OF YOUR
HAIR.
JERKS!
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T KNOW THAT CLAIRE AND SHE STILL LOVED THERE WAS SO MUCH COOL. STUFF GOING ON IN NEW YORK,IT
CLA|RE LOVES ME FOR THE ME, THREE AND A HALF WAS HARD TO STAY PUT AT MY DRAWING BOARD. IT TOOK ME
PERSON I AM INSIDE YEARS LATER,WHEN T A YEAR AND A HALF TO FINISH DRAWING CHAPTER TWwoO.
BECAUSE SHE FELL IN LOOKED L\KE THIS:
LOVE WITH ME WHEN T .D
LOOKED LI\KE THIS: l| \ ML= oo
a | oo -3 o
Qi - 5%
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WHEN THE BASEWOOD BEARD THEN,AFTER A FEW VISITS TO WHEN T STARTED ART SCHOOL IN 2005, THIS ALLOWED ME TO
PROJECT BEGAN, CLAIRE WAS VERMONT AND CALIFORNIA, WE I TOOK A BREAK FROM BASEWOOD AND PUT OUT NON-BASEWOOD
LIVING IN OAKLAND,CALIFORNIA | | CONTINUED TO WRITE TO EACH CAME UP WITH MY “TRANSITION” PLANY] | ISSUES OF PHASE 7

WHILE I FOCUSED ON MY
SCHOOLWORK.

WE WROTE LETTERS FOR AN OTHER FOR ANOTHER YEAR, WITH P/ RCT LKA WATAN
ENTIRE YEAR BEFORE WE BEGAN DATING. THE OCCASIONAL PHONE CALL MIXED IN.

eomieay (2
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| EEN
PENCILED WHILE §y
RIDING THE SUBWAY [N
X1 TO AN
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FINALLY, IN OCTOBER 2012, MOVING MY DRAWING TABLE AND GEAR T WASN’'T UNTIL AFTER MY THE OBSESSIVELY-DE TAILED
WE PACKED UP ALL OF CLAIRE’S TO MY NEW STUDIO MADE ROOM FOR GRADUATION, IN THE SUMMER SNOW SCENE CAME CLOSE TO
STUFF AND DROVE IT CROSS- ALL OF CLAIRE’S THINGS IN MY OF 2007#, THAT I FINALLY BREAKING MY SPIRIT, IT WAS THE

COUNTRY, TO BEGIN OUR LIFE = STARTED DRAWING CHAPTER THREE. LOW POINT OF THE ENTIRE PROJECT:
TOGETHER IN VERMONT, W/ s AL ———— o —

SHoOULD I GIVE UP?
I'LL NEVER FINISH THIS.
\T's TOO HARD.
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JUST WHEN (T sSeeEMED LIKE AL L
HOPE WAS LOST, AN OPPORTUNITY
AROSE TO BE A FELLOW AT THE
CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES.
—J Ve
AN EMAIL
FROM JAMES

STURM!
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I WAS DETERMINED
TO MAKE THE MoST OF
MY TIME IN VERMONT.

T HAVE TO TURN %

\'T TOOK ME ANOTHER YEAR. OF
DELIBERATION AND PLANNING
TO ESCAPE THE GRAVITATIONAL
PULL OF NEW YORK ClTY,E’E

WE’LL (] COME VisIT Me E
MI1SS IN VERMONT!
You.
a%
&2 ) o I//——

-
G
i~ <)
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COMPARED TO NEW YORK
CITY, THERE WAS NoOT
MUCH GOING ON IN WHITE
RIVER JUNCTION, A TOWN
OF ONLY 2,000 PEOPLE.

HH | (-

{:}6

AND SO, T CAME UP

WITH A PLAN... '///
NMBRY YRy =gy g posys.

3 )

IT’S TIME ToO
REDEDICAT'E MYSELF

d

OVER A NEW LEAF!

//// /:'r‘

ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 15T,
2008 T CUT OFF ALL MY HAIR
AND MY BEARD, AND VOWED TO
NOT CUT THEM AGAIN UNTIL

VAT

AN =

LL FINALLY BE
ABLE TO FoOcCUS!

=

1 (A\

L
PEOPLE AT CCS WERE A LITTLE
FREAKED OUT BY MY SHAVED

HEAD, SO T MADE A QUICK MINI-
COM\C TO EXPLAIN MY VOW.

—1] KL To BASEwWoOD !/}

=
N\

/i
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7/ it

BASEWOOD WAS COMPLETE!

WHO WAS

O |
'1’/“,{1’ ‘/,/.7/", :

OUR CRAZY
NEW FELLOW!

/4,

/ /,‘//’7/,’

%

HOME
STRETCH

J

AS THE END OF A PROJECT
NEARS, MY PRODUCTIVITY
USUALLY INCREASES. T
WORK EXTRA HARD TO TRY
AND FINISH IT OFF. [

THE FIFTH AND FINAL
CHAPTER OF BASEWOOD
WAS 52 PAGES —A QUARTER
OF THE ENTIRE BOOK. T
DREW IT IN A SINGLE YEAR.
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WHEN YOU HIT YOUR STRIDE
IN COMICS AND YOU'RE BE.ING
PRODUCTIVE , REALITY SEEMS
TO MELT AWAY. [

_

ESPECIALLY WHILE INKING,YOU CAN
FALL INTO A TRANCELIKE STATE
WHERE You WORK AS |F ON AUTO-
PILOT AND LARGE SWATHS OF
TIME DISSAPPEAR.
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AN\

T WAS COMPLETELY BURNED OUuT

FOR THE ENTIRE LAST MONTH

THAT T WAS WORKING ON BASEWOOD,
BUT I KEPT DRAGGING MYSELF
TO THE STUDIO EVERY DAY.

HALF OUT OF MY MIND, T MADE
ONE MASSIVE FINAL EFFORT AND
FINISHED THE LAST THREE PAGES
N A 14 -HOUR INKING MARATHON.
AT 3:30 A.M. ON DECEMBER 2™° 2011,
BASEwWOOD WAS DONE. [TTHE @,




ON MAY 280 2011 I RECEIVED
A NUMBER OF EMAILS FROM VARIOUS
FRIENDS, ALL POINTING ME ToO THE
SAME ARTICLE.

AFTER ALMOST
A DECADE,WEDDLE
HAD FINALLY
SHAVED OFF H\S
9/11 BEARD.

THE CONCEPT

“HAVE YoU HEARD OF THIS

BEARDOS

E—

TO KEEP TRACK OF MYy
PROGRESS, T DECIDED TO
TAKE A PHOTO OF MYSELF
EACH TIME T FINISHED
PENCILING OR INKING A
PAGE OF BASEWOOD.

T THEN UPLOADED THE
PHOTOS TO FLICKR,WITH
A BRIEF SUMMARY OF MY
CURRENT MOOD AND THE
PROJVECT'S PERCENTAGE

OF COMPLETION.
GUY, GARY WEDDLE?"

MY HOPE WAS THAT THESE PHOTOS WOULD
SHOW THE PASSAGE OF TIME AND HOW MUCH
EFFORT WAS [NVOLVED IN THE CREATION
OF A GRAPHIC NOVEL. |

lnked Py.10-26.927% done

BUT SOMEHOW, ALL THOSE YEARS
AGO,T HAD MISHEARD THE REASON
FOR WEDDLE'’S BEARD. [

OF COURSE, SINCE
THEY WERE ON THE
INTERNET, T KNEW
THE “BE ARDOS”
WOULD FIND THEM,

THE ARTICLE DESCRIBED HOW HE
HAD BEEN TEASED AND TREATED
RUDELY, YEAR AFTER YEAR.
T cOULD DEFINITELY RELATE!

Mhr .G eddl

I'M STILL —
GROWING MY A= ' )

~25%,done Inked Pg.q -25.96 % done

I'M GROWING WHAT PEOPLE

BEARD, AND A//MM}\ =
THIS BEARD T witL NoT "L i ) DO WITH THESE
A FOR A REASON... CUT 1T UNTIL 7/IN Y f"( T PHOTOS IS THEIR
— OSAMA BIN LADEN [ /i OWN BULSINESS!
'S DEAD/ ——

.‘ *(‘ _

IN THE ARTICLE, WEDDLE’S WIFE
COMES RUNNING TO TELL HIM THAT
BIN LADEN HAS BEEN KILLED, AT
LAST! HE DROPS WHAT HE IS DOING
AND FINALLY SHAVES OFF HIS BEARD,

IT SEEMED A LITTLE CREEPY,
BUT AFTER ASKING MY FRIENDS,
I DECIDED TO GO FOR \T.

WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK A
FLICKR USER CALLED “"BEARD
FAN” MADE A PROPOSITION.

OSAMA BIN LADEN WAS A HORRIBLE
PERSON, BUT IT TURNED MY STOMACH
TO FIND OUT THAT MY BEARD WAS PARTIALLY
INSPIRED BY A BEARD PROJECT THAT
CELEBRATED THE CYCLE OF KILLING
THAT PERPETUATES WAR, AND THE

‘T WiLL PAY You #100

EVERY FEW WEEKS TO

TAKE SOME PHOTOS
OF VYOUR BEARD.”

ARE YOU KIDDING?

IT’s FREE MONEY.
GO FOR \T!
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AND SO, EVERY TwWO WEEKS, T TOOK DOZENS
OF PHOTOS OF MYSELF FOR "BEARD FAN.”
TEN FROM THE FRONT AND THEN TEN EACH
OF SIDE AND THREE-QUARTER VIEWS.

ALWAYS
FULLY
CLOTHED

AFTER THREE PAYMENTS,
“8EARD FAN"” MADE A REQUEST.

"CAN YOU PLEASE TURN
UP THE RESOLUTION

ON YOUR CAMERA?”"

>
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L TS A LTI T 77—
N e i T o i

IT STILL TOOK GOOD PHOTOS,
BUT THE RESOLUTION WAS STUCK
ON A SETTING THAT LOOKED FINE
ONLINE, BUT DID NOT PRINT WELL,
WHICH WAS FINE BY ME!

SORRY,
BEARDO.

WHAT You
SEE S
WHAT

YOoU GET!

AND THEN HE WOULD
SEND ME THE $100
USING PAYPAL.

HEAD AND
SHOULDERS

THE DISPLAY ON MY DIGITAL
CAMERA HAD CRACKED A YEAR
EARLIER,SO I COULDN’T CHANGE

= =
, = =
/’ | i’ 1
W10t M — -‘._

ANY OF THE SETTINGS. XV 7
C,\M'\./‘—"b_ﬁo
, S

—e

HE OFFERED TO BUY ME A NEW
DIGITAL CAMERA ,WHICH CREEPED
ME OUT. T TOLD HIM T WAS HAPPY
WITH MY CURRENT CAMERA.

“EINE. THEN T CAN ONLY
OFFER $50 FOR THESE
LOW-QUALITY IMAGES.”

T FINISHED CHAPTER FOUR OF BASEWO00D DURING THE
FINAL WEEKS OF 2010. THERE WAS NO RELEASE
PARTY, T JUST QUIETLY DISTRIBUTED IT OVER
MY WINTER BREAK.

MY NEW STUDIO SPACE REALLY
INCREASED MY PRODUCTIVITY

BECAUSE |T OFFERED NO DISTRACTIONS.
T WENT IN EVERY MORNING AT gAM.

MORNING,

il

Voo
DL

HOW ARE YOU
HOLDING UP,MAN?

I'D DRAW AS MUCH AS I COLULD
BEFORE HAVING TO TEACH FOR
THE REST OF THE DAY, AND THEN
I'D COME BACK AFTER DINNER AND

DRAW UNTIL MIDNIGHT. : g
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I FEEL LIKE I'M
IN CREATIVE JAIL.

I WANT TO BE

D
-

X
2 L0

WORKING ON, BUT I'M
TRAPPED, SLOGGING
THROULGH THIS,



CON PRO

AT COMIC SHOWS YOU END UP HAVING THE SAME
CONVERSATION OVER AND OVER WITH ALL THE
PEOPLE WHO COME LP TO YOUR TABLE.

:\\\ AN RRRRRN (T(\\\%‘%

PHASE \

&,
O

PHASE Z IS MY
PLACE TO EXPLORE
COMICS.IN | T, T
CAN TELL ANY
KIND OF STORY
I WANT, FROM

, ;iib..:w‘\tl'm‘ =

DURING THE YEARS I WAS
GROWING MY HAIR OUT, THE
FOCUS OF THIS CONVERSATION
SHIFTED TO MY MASSIVE BEARD.

WELL, [’'M DRAWING
A GRAPHIC NOVEL,
AND T VvowED
NOT TO CUT MY
HAIR UNTIL T
'S COMPLETE!

wow!
THAT’S QUITE
A BEARD!

T KNEW THIS wouLD HAPPEN. THE
HAIRCUTTING VOwW WAS DEFINITELY
ONE PART PUBLICITY STUNT.

BASEWOOD.
I'VE GOT THE

FIRST THREE
CHAPTERS RIGHT

HA HA , THAT
IS SO CRAZY!/
WHAT'S THE

BOOK CALLED?

WE SWITCHED TO AN ON-DEMAND
SCHEDULE ; USUALLY ABOUT ONCE
A MONTH HE’'D CONTACT ME.

‘PLEASE TAKE
SOME PHOTOS FOR
ME THIS WEEK.”

ALL IN ALL, T TOOK ELEVEN SETS OF PHOTOS FOR “BEARD FAN'
OVER A PERIOD OF ABOUT A YEAR. I WAS PAI'D §3700 ToTAL.

I UPLOADED ALL OF THESE PHOTOS
TO HIS PRIVATE FLICKR ACCOUNT,
WHICH GOT VERY LITTLE TRAFFIC.

MOST OF
THESE
IMAGES
ONLY HAVE
ONE OR
TWO VIEWS...
THE REST
HAVE NONE!

AT FIRST,T ENJOYED
THE EXTRA ATTENTION
\T GENERATED.

M —
BUT PRETTY SOON T
FELT L\ KE MY HAIR
WAS OVERSHADOWING
MY COMICS.

AND T WAS S\CK AND
TIRED OF TALKING
ABOUT MY BEARD.

WHOA,
NICE
BEARD!

% o 7/ il
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HEY, IT’s THE
BEARD GULY'!

STILL GROWING
THE BEARD, EH?
I GUESS You sTILL
) HAVEN'T FINISHED

«(” YOUR BOOK YET!

A FEW YEARS OF THIS

- e

THE WHOLE THING WAS DEFINITELY
PRETTY BIZARRE, AND T HAVE NO
IDEA |F THE IMAGES WERE EVER
SEEN BY ANYONE OTHER THAN
“BEARD FAN."

CHECKING IN
2013, HIS ACCOUNT
HAS BEEN DELETED

[ BUT $700 WAS A MONTH'S RENT,
AND T WAS GROWING MY BEARD
ANYWAY, SO T LIKE To THINK
THAT THESE PHOTOS BOUGHT ME
SOME TIME TO KEEP WORKING

ON BASEWOOD!@
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I AM A STRAIGHT, WHITE, CIS—
GENDERED Q@Quv, THIS PRIWILEGED
POSITION IN SOC\ETY HAS LEFT
ME WITH PLENTY OF SELF-ESTEEM. T T

POST
OFFICE

PART

MY HAIR GROWS VERY FAST, SO A MONTH OR TwO
AETER T SHAVED MY HEAD, T LOOKED “NORMAL” AGA|IN.
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I wouLD SAY THAT, IN GENERAL,
MY INTERACTIONS WITH PEOPLE
ARE PLEASANT AND STRESS-FREE.
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HELLO

, HONEY.
HOW CAN I HELP You?
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1I'D LIKE To SEND
THIS OuUT MEDIA

ZHEAVY,!SN'T T
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MAIL PLEASE. I HAD To
CARRY T

UP THE HILL!
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OKAY,SIR,WHAT I'M
GOING TO DO RIGHT
NOW 1S OPEN YOUR
SUITCASE TO CHECK
ITS CONTENTS.
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WHAT’'S IN THIS BOX?

OKAY,You ARE
ELECTRONICS???

FREE TO GO, SIR.
HAVE A GREAT FLIGHT!
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AFTER MY FL\GHT, WHILE WALKING FROM THE
SUBWAY TO MY HOTEL, A WOMAN CROSSED To
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STREET SO THAT
SHE WOULDN'T HAVE TO PASS ME ON THE
S\DEWALK. / ik
I

f /
/

T MUST LOOK
SO SCARY
TO THE REST
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DON'TCHA HAVE A CAR?
N—

WELL,YOU KNOW,THE THERE'S No sToP
ORANGE LINE BUS HERE, BUT IF YOU
COMES UP THE HILL, ASK GARY, HE'LL
DROP YoU OFF.

BOS~» POX 3:uSen

D —::;:; Q“‘g
—— ".»_ ] NAW, TOO
R EXPENSIVE!

JetBlue

[:'etelue FLIGHT (316

MY FLIGHT
BOARDS. I'LL
DRAW IN MY
SKETCHBOOK
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WE WwiLL BEGI\N

SEATING IN A FEW
MINVUTES...

IS THERE ANYTHING IT’LL BE FIWVE
ELSE I CAN HELP TWENTY-THREE.
YOU WITH?

wow, THANKS
FOR THE T\P!

NO

PROBLEM. I THINK

THAT’S 7!

COME ON,
ALEC.DON’T
> JUDGE THEM Q)
/C AND MAYBE THEY
|5 WON'T JUDGE You, &5

-.--|l7

1

YOU HAVE A GOOD
DAY NOW, HONEY.

LITTLE D'D I KNOW, MY EASE OF
INTERACTING WITH PEOPLE WAS

«.Now SEATING

WE'RE CONDUCTING
PASSENGERS (N @SE ME,SIR? RANDOM SECURITY

BOARDING GROUP Nl SCREENINGS... SOON TO CHANGE. | ' '
: 7o K r— L //
ES, OF THANKS : SOp :
j COURSE. You -roof’ 7 b qu?@'@ o
— ?E o /1

g2

= WHAT A
NICE LADY! &M
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\'T WASN'T LONG BEFORE MY] [T STARTED To NoTICE EACH YEAR I EXHIBIT AT A HANDFUL OF COMICS
BEARD PASSED A SOCIALLY | | THAT EVERYWHERE T TRAVEL | | FESTIVALS AROUND THE COUNTRY, TO PROMOTE
ACCEPTABLE LENGTH. WENT, PEOPLE WERE
-giglg’&‘?&—?_“)—__‘_}_‘“ STARING AT ME.
e e | S O
IT'S GROWING H o == [ am> / @"‘)’ €55 i
SO MUCH l //,%5,\\\ //;"ﬁ‘»,‘ // 5 ~INGIE / 7 7 :"_-’ N2,
FASTER > ' 7 L/ LI ey A78 /7 y AU N ”
@ 00 8 4 “ 1 [ ' /N R
THAN MY ~ 7y 3 e 9 f': e X I : X - /.'v “‘\\‘\ \‘ = 7 \:.
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AT LEAST MY GIANT BEARD | | UNFORTUNATELY, 1T WAS A REAL
HELPED KEEP ME WARM CURSE DURING THE HUMID SUMMER

OH GREAT, HERE
WE GO AGAIN....

LET’'’S SEE |F
I GET ANOTHER
\\RANDOMU
SECUR\TY CHECK.

FUNNY HOW {'VE
NEVER RECEIVED
ONE BEFORE,BUT
SINCE T GREW MY
BEARD OULUT I'VE
HAD THREE.

THROUGH THE LONG VERMONT MONTHS_.J/\,\\\-‘\JJ e N
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EACH TIME MY BEARD BOTHERED ME, OR | | AFTER ONE YEAR OF ' WIS
BROUGHT ATTENTION TO ITSELF, T TRIED GROWING MY HAIR T HUH! NO EXTRA SECURITY CHECK! MAYBE
TO TURN T \WNTO MOTIVATION. WAS ZS57% DONE WI\TH THE T.S.A. IS NOT SO BAD AFTER ALL!
CHAPTER THREE OF BASEWO00D. |
@
A S
THE SOONER T oA TS | 2y 0© |[E
FINISH BASEWOOD, ST —— GO
THE SOONER T |2 — o =
CAN CUT OFF i < 55/
THIS BEARD! H =~ '
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AS GALEN'S WEDDING APPROACHED, MY MOM TRIED
OVER AND OVER TO GET ME TO CUT MY HA\R.

YOU'RE GOING TO
RUIN ALL OF THE
WEDDING PHOTOS!

MOM, THE PHOTOS
ARE SUPPOSED TO
DOCUMENT THE EVENT,
THIS IS WHO T AM
RIGHT NOW.

AR

o
LAt |

ON THE DAY OF THE
WEDDING SHE WAS STiLL

VERY UPSET.

T JUST cAN’T
BELIEVE YOU'RE
DOING THiS!

OF ALL THE
SELFISH THINGS
1 TO DO ON YOUR
"\ S\STER'S WEDDING

v

NO MATTER WHAT

YouU DO WITH YOUR
HAIR , NO MATTER

HOW YOU LOOK, OR
ACT OR CHANGE...

AFTER MY FELLOWSH)|P
YEAR, T WAS HIRED AS AN
ADJUNCT FACULTY MEMBER
AT THE CENTER FOR CARTOON
STUDIES.

WELCOME TO
ANOTHER YEAR

—%;@ = %ll. \
L@ ‘ / Ga® @.‘é“\“.“} “‘.'.}\:.» \\\
e cae ke B

FIRST, T PUT MY

FACULTY E
MEETING [

AND S0, BEFORE EVERY
CLASS T HAD A LITTLE RITUAL.

HAIR UP INTO A BUN.

THE EASY PART!

SHAMPOO S _
AGAIN?! p s —
CURSE THIS (; THE
LONG HAIR! D™ 7
(
st
—
NS

(7. 20 A
[sHe Dlon'T HAVE
ANYTHING TO SA

T wiLL ALWAYS
LOVE YOU.

ALSO, THERE WAS
TOTALLY ANOTHER
GUY AT THE WEDDING

THEN U'D USE L\TTLE

WITH A HUGE BEARD!

\T\\\\VI’IIY"{_F//7//

RUBBER BANDS TO

T NEVER THOUGHT HOLD THE ENDS,

\'D GET THIS GOOD
AT BRAIDING!

IT WAS MY J0B TO TEACH
THE PROFESSIONAL
PRACTICES CLASS,

ALTHOUGH MY CURRENT
APPEARANCE WAS NOT
VERY “PROFESSIONAL

I'LL GET

DRESSED
UP EVERY

NEXT, I’D SPLIT
MY BEARD INTO
TWO SECTIONS...

| THERE wAS A WAY
TO SOKRT OF TUuCK
BOTH BRAIDS INTO




ABOUT A DOZEN
BOBBY PINS LATER
AND MY BEARD WAS
OFFICIALLY “up?

TO FINISH OFF THE EFFECT, I'D PUT TWO MAJOR FAMILY EVENTS HAPPENED WHILE
ON SOME SLACKS AND A SHIRT AND TI\E, T WAS GROWING OUT MY HAIR: MY GRANDFATHER
POP’'S A0™H BIRTHDAY PARTY AND MY SISTER
GALEN’S WEDDING.

CQ),O,O/W = o THIS HAS GONE 'M SORRY,
- = ,
“. ° 7 )

FAR ENOUGH! MOM. T AM
X NS y GROWING YOUR MY HAIR.
»Cladd . #1 Al ey AE | HAIR OUT AGAIN
) | ?/' l,// (17> <1\ AFTER
,/ / / POP'S PARTY.
Y

f

7

A

THIS BECAME A cCS TRADITION| JAND ON THE LAST CLASS, ALL OF MY EXTENDED FAMILY 1S VERY THERE WERE PROBABLY ABOUT
OF SORTS.YEARS LATER,EVEN | | THE STUDENTS GET DRESSED UP CLEAN CUT. MOST OF MY COUSINS AND | | A HUNDRED MEN AT POP'S PARTY.
AFTER THE BEARD 'S GONE,I | |To PRESENT THEIR FINAL PROJECTS, UNCLES WORK IN FINANCE, AND MY FATHER AND I WERE THE
STILL GET DRESSED UP FOR SHAVE EVERY MORNING FOR THEIR ONLY TwO GUYS WITH ANY
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES. \ ] / OFFICE JO0BS.| FACIAL HAIR!]
AN / NI %
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THE BEARD UPDO WAS ALSO THE ONLY DOWNSIDE WAS THAT MY THE BEARD WAS CERTAINLY I'M SURE MY APPEARANCE EMBARRASSED
A GREAT WAY TO COOL OFF BEARD LOOKED TWICE AS CRAZY A GOOD CONVERSATION STARTER!] | MY MOTHER, AND |IT GAVE ME NO
WHEN I TOOK IT our oF THE BRA\DS! ; PLEASURE TO DO SO, BUT I FELT
> "\:’/‘2‘-‘-"‘\]2 T HAD COMMITTED TOO MUCH TIME
THAT You? R AND ENERGY TO MY HAIRCUTTING VOW
WHAT’'’S WITH
THE BEARD?
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AT SOME POINT, MY BEARD MY MOUSTACHE HAD

UGH/! T CAN'T ORAW <& T NEED TO GET

GROWTH SLOWED WAY DOWN, | ICOMPLETELY STOPPED KIDS
WHILE MY HAIR KEPT GOWNG STRonG,] | GROWING. IT WAS AT A S - ANY MORE. |'VE BEEN OUTSIDE. MAYBE
e R | |[HORRIBLE LENGTH, AY HE COOPED UP IN HERE I'LL GO FOR A
5.',!!' "%ig@.'!@i“—‘-’. O O | QUST OVERHANGING DARNDEST FOR DAYS AND DAYS. #4 |t RUN...GET SOME
THIS 1S o MY UPPER LIP. EXERCISE!
DEFINITELY }1%s
THE LONGEST == . THINGS
MY HAIR HAS 3 (17 (i}
EVER BEEN! /1 IH8
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